




Timothy 4:12 says “Don’t let anyone look 
down on you because you are young, but 
set an example for the believers in speech, 
in life, in love, in faith and in purity.”

Teens Loving Christ (TLC) is designed 
for teenage girls of Calvary Baptist Church and 
the surrounding community. As a leadership 
development ministry for teenage girls in the 
8th through 12th grade, our mission is to help 
teenage girls develop: positive self-esteem; a 
strong sense of identity; a sense of achieve-

ment; responsibility; and leadership abili-
ties. TLC hopes to prepare teenage girls for the 
transition into womanhood by having mentors 
who will provide guidance, support, responsible 
behavior, and share their life experiences. TLC 
offers fun and exciting learning experiences 
through a variety of workshops, community 
projects, retreats, college visits, leadership 
training, culture trips, and fellowship with other 
churches. 

TLC had its kickoff meeting, on April 21, 
2004, with a great response from many of our 
teenage girls here in the church and has now 
reached the community. Thus far, our activities 
include: 

• a workshop with Dr. Judy Banks, OB-
GYN and Calvary member

• participation in Relay for Life 2004 
walk-a-thon whereby we partnered with our 
own Cancer Ministry for the American Cancer 
Society and raised over $9,000

• a cook-out at Samantha Kennedy’s (minis-
try leader) house

• and a mini retreat/slumber party at 
Embassy Suites where we shared many laughs 
in a more relaxed atmosphere

 TLC has many more workshops sched-
uled relating to the issues and challenges our 
teenage girls face everyday. We are planning 
another retreat, college visits, and preparing to 
start our mentoring program with workshops for 
our leaders and mentors. TLC is asking all par-
ents, leaders, and members for their continued 
prayers, and words of encouragement.  

Here are a few words from our lead-
ers and teens:

“Many times our youth lose confidence in 
themselves because of our failure to encourage 
their intellectual as well as creative growth.  It’s 
our belief that we can speak to our youth/teens 
and share faith journeys that will help them see 
their potential and understand their lives in the 
context of larger cultural forces. It is our prayer 
that this ministry will begin to erase the tra-
ditional patterns of low self-confidence and 
self-image, self-doubt and self-censorship 
that will eventually interfere with our teens 
abilities to achieve their dreams.” 

Rachelle H. Herbert, Leader 

“This new ministry means so much to me. 
Let me start by saying we have three colors to 
symbolize our sisterhood: pink for feminin-
ity; fuchsia for royalty; and brown because 
we’re grounded in Christ. TLC helps and 
inspires us to change some of our ways, and 
our leaders teach us how to set goals and follow 
them. We also have do’s and don’ts that keep us 
in line. Our leaders are all wonderful and like 
big sisters to us. I am very excited about this 
ministry and grateful as well. Special thanks to 
all the leaders who donate their time to work 
with us. I hope that TLC continues to grow 
more and more.” 

Erin Allred

“To me TLC is an informal way for teen-
age girls to interact with older influences on 
a personal level. At TLC we can share our feel-
ings about anything. Those are just two reasons 
why I love TLC.”    

Danielle Dumas

“As being a leader in this ministry it is a 
pleasure and a blessing to be apart of the lives 
of our youth. As our journey continues with 

God’s plan, please lift this ministry up in your 
prayers.”   

Vanessa Davis, Leader

“TLC is a group where I feel I can be com-
pletely honest and not worry about being 
judged. Although it just started I feel like I can 
trust all the girls and leaders like sisters.”

Erikka Dumas

“I love TLC because it’s a group where I can 
talk about anything, and know that whatever I 
say won’t be told to anyone outside of TLC.  It’s 
where a group of girls can talk about different 
things, and can connect through good discus-
sions. Also, I can just relax when I’m at the 
meetings and let out stuff that I couldn’t let out 
at home, because the leaders give good advice 
and really help me out.” 

Cyndall King

“The first reason why I like TLC is because 
it’s a group of girls who can relate to each 
other. It’s just fun to have open conversations 
and go on trips. I can be open and learn things 
about other people and myself. I like the people 
that are in it, and I like the leaders/mentors and 
the important things that they teach us. I know 
it will be useful in the future.” 

Ashley Glover

“TLC is a place where teen girls of our 
church and community can get together and 
discuss real life issues. We can also grow and 
learn to love ourselves and God.”

  Bretanee Washington

“TLC means many things to me. I enjoy 
TLC because I can learn more about Christ and 
other important things that young females need 
to learn about.”

Andriana Starnes
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M i n i s t r y  S p o t l i g h t

Teens Loving Christ
By Samantha Kennedy

A balloon ceremony where the girls were able 
to say goodbye to Sherry Allison, our Youth 
Choir Music Director, and other loved ones 

who passed away.  Each person said a prayer 
and let their balloon go towards 

the heavenly gates.

Here are some of the TLC young ladies 
and the ministry leaders at their 

kick-off meeting.

Continued	on	next	page



Kids ’  QuotesK ids ’  Quotes

Continued	from	previous	page

We asked the Sunday School 17 and 18 year-old students, 
why they believe or don’t believe that voting is worthwhile.

Strengthening	
Parent/Child	Relationships

Since I directed an article to the youth in the 
last edition of the Calvary Connection, I thought 
it only fair that I intend this one for the parents. 
After careful thought and consideration, I have come to 
the factual conclusion that being a parent is the most 
demanding, testing and nerve-wracking experience a 
person can have. I have yet to experience parenting and 
I am not looking forward to it. As a matter of fact, I feel 
sorry for those who have children and those who plan on 
it (because I sure don’t). The sympathy that I have for 
parents has caused me to want to help out. I took the lib-
erty of borrowing my mother’s notes from her Summer 
Bible Institute class so that I could share some useful tips 
for parenting. 

The following are the Six Sins of Parenting: compari-
son; overstatement; dehumanization; devastation; lack 
of availability; and assaulting intellectual capacity. You 

should never compare your child to any one else whether 
it be a brother, sister, or the little boy down the street. 
You should also never accuse your child of ‘always’ or 
‘never’ doing something. Telling your child to ‘shut up’ or 
that ‘they should be seen and not heard’ is also a no-no. 
Expressing a lack of concern and blowing off your child is 
also wrong. A very common and frequently overlooked 
mistake that parents make is telling their children that 
they are stupid or that they can not do anything cor-
rectly.

Although you may not think it, some of the most 
negligible things that you say or do to your children have 
an effect on them in indescribable ways. A simple ‘shut 
up’ or a ‘you’re so dumb’ may perhaps cause serious hurt 
to your child. Albeit difficult, be sure to show a superflu-
ity love, patience and respect when raising your children. 
In return, they will notice and show the same to you and 
your relationship will be so much better.

On a different note, we would like to say goodbye 
and Godspeed to our Youth President, Chris Alexander. 
Good luck at Morehouse College. 

“Voting is a part of our Democratic form of government. Based on our laws 
and constitution, we have a voice as to who should represent us. If we don’t 
vote, then the officials can do whatever they want.”

“It is important we vote because it is important to make sure that the 
person best qualified to run the country is elected.”

“If someone doesn’t like how the country is being run, yet they did not vote, 
they have no right to complain about what is happening in the U.S.”

“By voting you can influence the way your country is run.”

“It is important to vote because our president and other people in power 
determine the decisions the United States makes as a whole.”

“Our responsibility when voting is to pick our country’s international repre-
sentative and to make sure we choose the person we feel will do the best 
job.”

“Americans who vote think they are making a difference.”
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• Youth Council • By Courtney Tatum

“TLC to me is a time when young females 
can come together in unity to relate, share feel-
ings, emotions, fellowship, and talk about the 
realities and difficulties females struggle with 
today.” Erika Bankhead

“TLC is a place where I feel comfortable 
about discussing situations that are going on in 
my life that I don’t want to tell my mom. It is a 
safe haven and I’m able to trust other adults.”

 Carlleen Allison

“TLC is a time for me to let go of some feel-
ings I have held back for a long time. If it ever 
gets taken away I wouldn’t have anywhere to 
let those feelings out. This is a very important 
influence on my life, and I love the open con-
versations.”

 Dwanee Finley

“I think TLC is a place of fellowship and 
a place to express my feelings. I like the open 
conversations and the feed back the lead-
ers give us. I hope this ministry continues to 
grow.” Paula Jones

“As a teen I shed tears of confusion, heart-
ache, pain and despair. I was faced with new 
challenges every day. I knew the church was a 
place of refuge, however, I didn’t know where 
to turn. TLC is here to give OUR teens another 
direction within the church. TLC is a place to 
help OUR teen’s gain the knowledge of them-
selves to become the Christian women God 
desires them to be. We are TLC — talking, 
listening, caring. We are TLC, Teens Loving 
Christ.”

 Candice Mims, Leader

Attention Youth:  Share your writings and drawings with us! 

Send to cbcnewsletter@aol.com or put on disc in the C2 mailbox.




